Metro West March Minutes 2023-2024

Thursday, March 21, 2024
Members present:
Deb Johnson (EdMN)
Paul Winkelaar (EdMN)
Gretchen Ospina (Orono)
Dale Clark (Hopkins)
Dave Clark (Richfield)
Melissa Benjamin (Orono)
Marc Doepner-Hove (Westonka)
Megan Lhotka (Westonka)
Beth Hausladen (Westonka)
Cory Knudtson (Wayzata)
Heather Richins (Minnetonka)
Jennifer Lipsky (Minnetonka)
Aria Campbell (Part time Field staff)
Patricia Cespedes-Schueller, Field staff

Meeting called to order at 5:05 p.m.
1. Call to Order 
· Melissa called meeting to order, Marc seconded, motion carried
2. Approval of Agenda 
· 
3. Approval of Minutes 
· Melissa made a motion to approve the minutes, Chris seconded the motion, motion carries


4. Reports: 
Treasurer 
· Send receipts to Megan for meal reimbursement from last meeting
· Chaska had a member engagement event
· Audit is happening on March 22
· If you have attended your five meetings you can fill out your voucher and submit to Megan
· Can look at doing less for dues at the May meeting
· Submit member engagement receipts to Megan before August meeting
· Megan made a motion to approve budget, Dave made a motion, Marc seconded
UniServ Chair 
· IO’s are not in the bylaws, no governing structure, discussed what an IO’s role is, want to share topics to the group before being shared out
· Some regional offices are going to have to be closed
· How to make members feel more connected: new teacher dinner?
· Historic high 4.32/3.46, 24 rejected tentative agreements
Council Chairs 
· Minutes are up to date
· Negotiations: Marc would like to collect settlements/measurements that we have (salary schedule, healthcare, personal and sick days, etc.)
· Priority is the new salary schedule and premium sheets for healthcare, how is the HSA funded (does the district contribute?)
· Please email them to March and he will add to the shared MetroWest folder
· Government Relations: Educator Payday of Action 3-6 p.m. on Monday, LCPR hearing 8:30-10:30 on Monday - wear purple
Education Minnesota Field Staff 
· ULA: remind members not to resign bc they can not apply for unemployment insurance, share the booklets on ULA with members, candidate endorsements this spring, need members to do candidate screenings over zoom
Mental Health/Wellness Committee 
5. Sharing of Local Engagement Activity and Negotiations Update
· Chaska: well attended at Patron, tickets for a drink, Katy said it was a great event, community involved, parent groups wearing red
· Minnetonka: pizza party at end of the year, school board voting tonight
· Orono: settled contact, party tonight to celebrate settlement, 2.5/2.5 with longevity pieces built in, salary schedule plus longevity comes out to be about 5/5
6. Open Forum 
· Pensions: long term problem, long term solution, still working on it, made progress with the members emailing and attending rallies
· Want to spend a lot of money on the Read Act PD for teachers
· Lots of talk about health insurance
· Statewide discussion around insurance pool
· Paul Winkelaar cell 651.245.6143
7. Discussion/Action   
8. Adjourn
· Beth made a motion to adjourn, Megan seconded, motion passed
Meeting adjourned @ 5:45 p.m.
